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Zooming Out
STEPPING BACK PUTS THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL GIVING INTO PERSPECTIVE

BY JEFFREY R. PICKERING

t helps, now and 
then, to step back 
and take the long 

view.” This opening line from 
a prayer commonly attributed 
to the late Archbishop Oscar 
Romero was on my mind as I 
read the final grant application 
assigned to me as an expert 
reviewer for the $250 million 
Yield Giving Open Call.

Yield Giving was founded in 
2020 by author and philanthro-
pist MacKenzie Scott. It is one 
of the vehicles she is using to 
fulfill her commitment to the 
Giving Pledge, which asks bil-
lionaires to commit the bulk of 
their wealth to philanthropy. In 
just three years, it is reported 
that Scott has given $14 billion 
away. At this pace, she could 

distribute the remainder of her 
net worth well before the end of 
the decade.

Yield Giving is named after a 
belief in adding value by giving 
up control, which is where I, 
along with dozens more philan-
thropy leaders, fit in. Scott has 
entrusted me and my fellow 
reviewers with the responsibil-
ity to use our experience and 
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this year, does matter. But so does 
public funding, especially here 
in Indian River County where 
tax dollars dedicated to educa-
tion, health, and other essential 
services is so critical to the overall 
quality of life of our residents.  

In contemplating where to 
eventually settle down, American 
writer James Baldwin wrote “The 
place in which I fit will not exist 
until I make it.” It is a line from a 
letter he wrote in the middle of 
the last century to a friend while 
traveling somewhere between 

Istanbul and Paris, far away from 
his birthplace in Harlem.    

I didn’t need to join MacKenzie 
Scott on a virtual voyage around 
the country to know how special 
our local community is. By “zoom-
ing out,” however, and taking the 
long view through my participa-
tion in Yield Giving’s Open Call, 
I was reminded that there is no 
place like home and no better way 
to make a meaningful difference 
in the world than by taking care of 
our own community and making 
a place for everyone to fit. 

“The place in which I fit will not 
exist until I make it.”

— JAMES BALDWIN
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